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"A fresh, lucid, original, and important book about the interrelationship of technology, capitalism, and
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Most water control projects in this country rely on big gravity damns, but in the early 20th century

one John S. Eastwood designed dams which minimized the amount of concrete involved. While his

designs were less expensive, he faced much opposition from engineers and politicians alike who

believed their more fragile appearance would damage public confidence in their durability. Donald

Jackson provide insights into dam building history and describes how in this case the illusion of

stability strengthened by concrete won over Eastwood's innovative design plans. A 'must' for any

collection strong in engineering, conservation, and energy generating issues.
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